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general, were the nation to spend, for a larger
police force, a few of the many millions devoted
to the army and navy, it is certain that there
would be a striking improvement.

A fair survey of French criminality shows
that some forms of delinquencies have altogether
disappeared, while the distressing feature of the
present is the increase of juvenile crime. Thia,
however, is no more exceptional in France than
in Holland, Italy, and Germany.1 England is
favoured in this respect, because its benevolent
societies have exported to the colonies orphans
largely recruited from classes likely to yield
many young delinquents. Catholics ascribe this
juvenile moral lapse in France to the absence
of religious instruction in the schools. Unfort-
unately for their claims, it is well known that the
greatest periods of increase were at a time when
the Catholic catechism was everywhere taught
in the schools, and these schools were under the
control of the Church. During the period from
1841-1851 the delinquencies rose from 14,781
to 22,251, that is, 33 per cent; from 1851 to
1861 the rise was from 22,251 to 25,733, or 15
per cent; while from 1881 to 1891, under un-
sectarian schools, there was an increase from
35,332 to 36,975, or a little less than 5 per

1 FouflMe, A., La France au poM de me moroZ, p. 158.